THE CODE OF MAGIC

Parent Guide to Al: Exploring the Magic of Artificial
Intelligence with Your Child

Artificial Intelligence (Al) is an exciting and fast-growing part of our world. At The Code of Magic,
we introduce Al in a magical, engaging way to spark curiosity and creativity in kids. This guide
will help you and your child explore Al concepts together, connecting the magic in the books to
real-world technology.

What is Al?

Artificial Intelligence is the ability of computers and machines to mimic human intelligence, like
learning, problem-solving, or recognizing patterns. Al powers many things we use daily, like
voice assistants (Alexa/Siri), recommendation systems (Netflix/YouTube), and even video
games!

How Al is Portrayed in the Books
In The Code of Magic, Al is personified as Pixel, a creative and friendly digital companion who:

e Finds Patterns: Pixel helps characters spot hidden connections in their stories, music,
or code.
Sparks Imagination: Pixel offers fun prompts and ideas, making learning feel magical.
Acts Like a Friend: Pixel seems almost alive, showing humor, kindness, and creativity.

This magical portrayal helps young readers imagine Al as a helpful and inspiring tool.

What Al Really Is
While Al can feel magical, here’s how it works in real life:

e No Consciousness: Al doesn't think, feel, or have emotions like Pixel. It follows
patterns and algorithms programmed by humans.

e Learning from Data: Al learns by analyzing large amounts of data, like recognizing cat
pictures from thousands of examples.

e Helping People: Al solves problems efficiently, like helping doctors with diagnoses,
translating languages, or improving online search results.
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Fun Activities to Explore Al Together

Help your child connect the magic of Al in the books to real-world applications with these simple
activities:

1. Pattern Hunt:
o Talk about how Pixel finds patterns in Lila’s stories. Then, challenge your child to
find patterns in everyday life (shapes, routines, sounds, etc.).
o Example: "Why do you think Netflix recommends certain shows? How does it find
patterns in what we watch?"
2. Train Your Own Al:
o Use free Al tools like Teachable Machine (by Google) to create a simple Al
model. Your child can teach it to recognize objects, sounds, or even funny poses!
o Website: Teachable Machine
3. Chat with an Al:
o Explore simple Al chatbots like ChatGPT (appropriate for kids with supervision)
and discuss how they work by analyzing text patterns.
4. Alin Daily Life:
o ldentify Al-powered tools at home: “How does Alexa answer questions?” or “Why
does YouTube suggest videos?”

Conversation Starters for Parents
Use these prompts to discuss Al with your child:

e “How do you think Al like Pixel helps Lila and her friends? How is that similar to real-life
Al?”

e “Can you think of ways Al might help people in the future?”

e “What makes Pixel feel magical compared to real computers?”

Books Meet Reality: What Al Can Teach Kids

1. Creativity and Problem-Solving: Like Pixel, Al helps find creative solutions to
challenges.

2. Collaboration: Encourage kids to see Al as a partner for learning, just as Pixel supports
Lila.

3. Critical Thinking: Teach children to ask how Al tools work and where they might
encounter biases or limitations.

Recommended Resources for Learning Al

e For Kids:

o Al for Kids by Rajeev Ratan

o Apps like Scratch to combine coding with storytelling.
e For Parents:
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o Articles on Common Sense Media about safe Al use.
o Beginner-friendly courses on Al at Coursera.

Conclusion: Making Al Magical and Real

The books in The Code of Magic series introduce Al as a tool for empowerment, creativity, and
friendship. By learning together, you and your child can bridge the magic of Pixel with the
incredible possibilities of real-world Al.

Ready to start your journey? Explore the series and our resources to inspire curiosity, creativity,
and lifelong learning!
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https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
https://www.coursera.org/

